
21NO NEW JAIL IN SAN FRANCISCO

Many San Francisco residents are facing hard times—
particularly in communities of color. 
Many people in this city are struggling to find meaningful work, affordable housing, 
and access to good education and sustainable healthcare. It is concerning that 
more and more families are finding it harder and harder to make ends meet, some 
decision-makers are prioritizing spending on more jails, more police, more condos and 
luxury apartments, more Google buses, and more golf courses. We want, deserve, and 
demand to live in a city that prioritizes the health, wellbeing, and cultural and political 
life of all of San Francisco’s residents.

1. Community-based solutions and alternatives to incarceration. 
Countless research, from university-based studies to reports from street-level service 
providers, find time and time again that approaches that use community-based solutions 
to harm and violence, have exponentially better outcomes. Outcomes that keep families 
intact, assist loved ones to overcome the hardships of addiction, reduce the likelihood 
of repeated harm, increase community stability—rather than locking people up.
San Francisco has experienced a downward trend in jail population for several years 
now. If we restored funding to pretrial diversion programs we could divert enough 
prisoners to close CJ4 immediately. AB 109 funds could be utilized to implement 
community based programming, as Alameda County has done through the department 
of public health, Innovations In Reentry initiative. We could expand restorative justice 
practices many community groups are already practicing throughout the San Francisco 
bay area. Many solutions already are in practice, and should be prioritized over 
incarceration, which we know has failed not only our community, but our nation. 

2. INCREASED FUNDING FOR RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT PROGRAMS & 
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT SERVICEs. 
Prioritizing mental health and treatment should be a top priority for any county that 
values community stability, health, and wellbeing. Funding treatment programs not 
only prevents people from doing time to begin with, but also helps those coming home 
transition more successfully back in to the community.
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